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NEW OWNERS AND NEW ENERGY FOR THE OREGON WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL
The Oregon Wine & Food Festival in Salem has been purchased by Scott and Jill Ingalls, owners of Ingalls & Associates of Lebanon, Oregon.  Ingalls & Associates is an advertising and promotions firm and has been in Oregon for 20 years.   The Ingalls duo has management and production experience in over 200 festivals, events and trade expositions.  Scott Ingalls has provided advertising and marketing services to dozens of Oregon events, while Jill Ingalls was the marketing and events director for the Linn County Fair and Expo Center for 10 years.

“We want this to become Salem’s signature event again”, new owner Scott Ingalls said as he announced taking ownership of the Oregon Wine & Food Festival.  “This used to be the premier event in Salem and should be again”.

The event is entering its 28th year in existence and features dozens of Oregon Wineries, food, art and main stage entertainment.  It is held in the Americraft, (Jackman-Long) building at the Oregon State Fairgrounds.  It has historically been the source for support of such non-profit organizations as Catholic Charities, the Salem Exchange Club and other youth oriented charities.  The Exchange Club’s youth charities are again the non-profit that will benefit from the Festival this year.  
Other changes for the 2010 event include increasing the size of the event to take up the entire Jackman-Long Building, adding micro-brews and spirits to the selection and upgrading the food services at the Festival.  The word “BREW” has been added into the Festival name.  There will be a VIP hospitality area specifically for VIP ticket holders.  
Another new addition is the Festival will provide complimentary concierge service for those buying wine or artwork as well.  Purchases may be placed at will call and held until attendees are ready to leave.  “We are doing this to make it easier for people to enjoy the wines and music and so forth.  We don’t want anyone worrying about buying something and having to carry it around all evening”, Ingalls said.  
“We also won’t have any ‘home show’ type vendors in the Festival this year”, said Ingalls.  “We want to feature more upscale area restaurants and caterers and focus on Oregon specific foods & products in the Festival.  There won’t be any carnival type food vendors.”   

There will be cooking demonstrations featuring Chef Derek of Bently’s and Chef Matt Bennet of Sybaris and a wine pairing and a wine tasting class presented by Willamette Valley Vineyards.  The main stage entertainment, which runs non-stop both days includes the Jefferson and McKay High School Orchestras, the Jefferson High School Jazz Band, as well as commercial bands Virtual Ground, Blind Rhino, Mon Cheri and Diva and the Dixies.  During stage breaks master guitarist Jim Greeninger will be playing on stage and in the VIP seating area.

“We have also recruited some expert help to jury the art vendors in the Festival, with a focus on higher quality, Oregon artists”.  Accomplished sculptor, Rip Caswell, is one of the featured artists this year.  Rip is popular with private and corporate collectors worldwide. He has created more than 200 sculptures of various subjects in contemporary and realistic styles.  He is the creator of the bronze of former Gov. Tom McCall that stands in Salem’s 
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riverfront park.  Three of his large sculptures will be on display at the Festival, along with many of his smaller pieces.  Another art feature will be a ‘Meet the Artists’ from the coffee table books titled ‘Artists of the West’ and ‘Northwest Artists’, books created by Cameron Blagg III, who will also be on hand.
The Festival now offers a travel package with Amtrak and Shilo Inns & Suites of Salem.  Attendees can get two for one train tickets from Amtrak locations in Portland north, ride to Salem by train and stay with the host hotel, Shilo Inns who will offer complimentary shuttle services from the Amtrak Station to the hotel, and from the hotel to the event all weekend.  Shilo Inns will also be offering a ‘VIP’ package to the Festival which includes a suite, two commemorative wine glasses, tastings and admission to the VIP hospitality area at the Festival.  
“We have had very positive support to our announcements and are looking forward to bringing this event and the fun back to Salem”.  “New sponsorships with Comcast and KINK FM will help with promotion from Eugene to Tacoma”.
The 2010 Oregon Wine, Food and Brew Festival is scheduled for January 8th and 9th at the State Fairgrounds in Salem.  Doors open at 2pm on Friday and noon on Saturday, with the event closing at 10pm both nights.  Tickets are either $10 general admission or $25, VIP which include complimentary tastes, event wine glass and a Thomas Kincade print. They are available through absolutelytix.com on line,  the Elsinore Gallery in downtown Salem and at the door.   Additional Festival information is available at www.oregonwinefoodbrewfest.com.  
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